OPENING HYMN #442

Faith as a Rule of Life

Praise Him! Praise Him!

Paul says, "He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him;" then faith must be the rule of
his coming. "We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand; then
faith is the rule of our approach to God. "The just shall live by his faith;"
then faith is the just man's rule of life. "We walk by faith, not by sight;" then
faith is our rule of walk. "Thou standest by faith," says Paul; then faith is
the rule of the believer's standing. "Whatever ye shall ask believing, ye shall
receive," says Christ; then faith is the rule of that branch of worship. By
faith Enoch had this testimony, that he pleased God; "but without faith it is
impossible to please Him;" then faith is a rule that God approves of, and is
pleased with. "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin;" then faith is a perfect rule
of holiness. "All that believe are justified from all things, from which ye
could not be justified by the law of Moses;" then faith is our rule of
righteousness. It is by faith we overcome the world to lay hold on eternal
life, is to fight the good fight of faith, according to Paul; "I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith;" then faith was
the rule of his warfare, and the rule of his race, and it was the grace of God
that made Paul obedient to that rule. "We have received grace and
apostleship for obedience to the faith;" that is, by Christ we have received
grace to save our souls, and apostleship to be of use to the church, not as a
reward of our obedience, but to furnish us with power to make us obedient
to the faith, among all nations for His name, Rom. 1:5; then faith is the rule
of apostolic obedience; for it cannot be called receiving grace for obedience
to the faith if faith be not the gracious man's rule of obedience.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•

•

Brother Cody Henson is scheduled to preach here next Saturday and
Sunday April 7th and 8th. We plan to meet Saturday at 6:30 pm and
Sunday on our regular schedule.
Brother Aaron Greenleaf is scheduled to preach the following weekend,
Saturday evening and Sunday morning, April 14th and 15th, the Lord
willing. Pray for these men as the Lord enables you.

SCRIPTURE READING
1 Corinthians 15:1-19
WORSHIP HYMN #175
Standing on the Promises
OFFERING
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor 9:7

WORSHIP HYMN #61
O The Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
MESSAGE
HAVE YOU SEEN HIS GLORY?

JOHN 1:1-14

CLOSING HYMN #222
There is a Fountain
THINGS TO PONDER
God’s Design - A New Earth - Populated
The Grand Design of the Heavenly Father in creation, providence, and
salvation is to have a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness, populated by a holy people out of all nations, perfectly
conformed to the likeness of His Son. This work He gave to our Lord Jesus
in the eternal council and covenant to accomplish, to perfect, and to deliver
to Him at the end. And “He shall not fail nor be discouraged ’til it is done.”
-Pastor Henry Mahan
All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.
-Psalm 145:10

Paul counts all things but dung that he may win Christ, and be found in
Him; not having his own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ; and tells us to walk by the same rule, and
mind the same thing. You take this rule of Paul's to be his pressing forward,
or any of his attainments, it is answered, by faith he pressed forward, and by
faith he attained; or else his pressing and attaining had been nothing but sin,
for whatsoever is not of faith, according to Paul's doctrine, is sin.
By faith Christ dwells in our hearts, and by faith we dwell in Him; and "in
Christ Jesus neither circumcision aveileth anything, nor uncircumcision, but
a new creature," which is Christ formed within us: "and as many as walk
according to this rule, peace be on them and mercy, and upon the Israel of
God." Faith is the rule of life according to the revealed will of God in Christ
Jesus; "and this is the will of Him that sent me, that every one which seeth
the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life, and I will raise
him up at the last day." (Jn. 5:40) Thus faith, appears to be the believer's
Continued on back…

...continued
rule of life. according to the will of God in Christ Jesus; and the letter of the
law is the bond-childrens' rule of life; he that doth these things shall live in
them. Let him do according to this rule and he shall live. The law is not the
rule of believing, but of doing; the law is not of faith but of works, and the
man that doth them shall live in them. (Gal. 3:12)
If to see the Son, and believe on Him, entitles us to everlasting life
according to God's will, then faith must be the rule of that life; and one
would think that if "he that liveth and believeth shall never die," faith must
be a safe rule to live by.
-William Huntington
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Why was it a necessity for the LORD to lay on Christ the iniquity of His
people before bruising Him? All our hope, brethren, is that the judge of all
the earth shall do right! (Prov. 17:15). The whole purpose for which the
Lord Jesus laid down His life was to declare the righteousness of God. But
if iniquity itself had not been laid upon Christ, it had been injustice for the
Lord to have bruised him. The mystery of the cross is not that God punished
one who was innocent, though Christ knew no sin of himself.

Sunday April 1, 2018
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.”
Rev 22:17

The mystery of the cross is that the Just One willingly submitted himself to
the LORD who took the iniquity off his children and laid it upon Christ
making him sin so that God was just to pour out wrath upon Christ (I Pet.
2:24; Is. 53:6, 11-12; 2 Cor. 5:21). Then in perfect harmony with holy
justice “he was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our
iniquities.” This amazing faithful act of God’s Servant was both the
complete active fulfillment of the law (and the fulfillment of the penalty of
the law for the elect of God. Those born of the Spirit of Christ are made
partakers of the divine nature so that we believe on Christ in whom we have
established the law and by the constraint of his love for us by which Christ
has made us complete in him we walk with him daily.
-Pastor Clay Curtis
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
Isaiah 53:4-6

“But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and
we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
him.” 1Cor 8:6

