CALL TO WORSHIP
Rock of Ages #126

ANNOUNCEMENTS / SCRIPTURE / PRAYER
e January birthdays: Ashlynn McPheeters 6™; Mark Leakey 13™;
Trevor Skiffington 18%

e Pastor Gabe Stalnaker is scheduled to preach here on Sunday,
January 25. Invite a friend!

HYMN
How Great Thou Art! #37

MESSAGES
e Wonderful Things
e This Is Our God

-pastor Gabe Stalnaker
Isaiah 25:1-8
Isaiah 25:9-12

CLOSING HYMN
Blessed Assurance #255

What, Then, Is the New Birth?

What, then, is the new birth? It is neither the removal of anything from
the sinner nor the changing of anything physical or fleshly in the sinner;
instead, it is the communication of SOMETHING NEW to the sinner.
The new birth is the impartation of a NEW NATURE. When we were
born the first time, we received from our parents their nature; so when
we are born again, we receive from God His nature. The Spirit of God
begets within us a spiritual nature (Galatians 5:17; II Peter 1:4). That
which is born of man is human; that which is born of God is divine and
spiritual. Nicodemus was startled. He was amazed at the Savior’s
words. Yet he ought not to have been. Man by birth and nature is blind
and opposed to the things of God. No amount of religious training can
change this evil nature. His chief need is a NEW NATURE, or to be
BORN AGAIN. It is a must! A man must have a spiritual nature before
he can understand, enter, or enjoy the Kingdom of God.

-Henry Mahan (1926-2019)

“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:3

Contrary Not Complicated

The gospel does not remain a mystery to the natural man because it is
complicated. The gospel remains a mystery because it is contrary to
everything he believes to be true. It is contrary to his view of God. He
will honor God with his lips but believe in his heart in a god that is not
God. All men by nature set themselves up on the throne of God. They
make God dependent upon their will or works to save them. The gospel
is contrary to what the natural man believes about himself. He does not
believe himself to be dead in his trespasses and sins. He believes that
he holds the power of salvation in what he decides. Until the Lord gives
the spirit of repentance (changed mind), the simple, clear gospel of
God’s free grace in the glorious person and accomplished work of
Christ will remain a mystery.

-pastor Greg Elmquist

Like A Child

“Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” -
Matthew 18:3

One of the wonderful and amazing things about little children is their
implicit trust and confidence in their parents. They only need a simple
statement or promise from Mom or Dad as the foundation of that trust
and confidence. Lengthy explanations are not required nor asked
for. Simply make them a promise and sincere belief and trust springs
up in their hearts. How is this manifest? They follow Mom and Dad
around living on that promise, continually reminding them of it, and
awaiting its fulfillment!

Is not that not the way the children of God live before their heavenly
Father? “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth” (Hebrews 11:13).

- Maurice Montgomery (1939-20135)

“But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of
God.” Luke 18:16



Grace Produces Humility

Believers have been distinguished from unbelievers, but that can never
lead to pride in the believer. Everything that we are and everything that
we have is the result of God’s sovereign, distinguishing grace. We
cannot boast of our election because our election is of grace, not
because God found anything good in us. “Even so then at this present
time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace” (Rom.
11:5). We cannot boast of our salvation, because salvation is of grace,
not because we did anything to please God “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast.” (Eph. 2:8-9). We cannot boast of
our faith because it is the gracious gift of God “For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God”
(Eph. 2:8). We cannot boast of our will to come to Christ, believing
Him. “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). We cannot boast of any work we may have
done in the service of the Lord “But by the grace of God I am what I
am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but |
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God
which was with me.” (I Cor. 15:10).

Where there is humility, there must also be grace. Where there is no
humility, there is no grace.
-pastor Frank Tate

Notes:

San Diego
Grace
Fellowship

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

Revelation 22:17

January 4, 2026

Service Times
Sunday Bible Study - 10:15 AM
Sunday Service - 11:00 AM
Wednesday - 6:30 PM

13910 Lyons Valley Road, Suite A
Jamul, CA 91935

www.sandiegograce.com

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." - Matthew 11:29




