CALL TO WORSHIP
Great is Thy Faithfulness #40

ANNOUNCEMENTS / SCRIPTURE / PRAYER

e February birthdays: Thomas Carlysle 5;
Roseanna McPheeters 131

e We are very thankful to have pastor Gabe and Hannah Stalnaker
visiting here today all the way from Kingsport Tennessee.

HYMN
My Faith Looks Up to Thee #359

MESSAGES
e Things That God’s People Know

e A New Creature in Christ

CLOSING HYMN
Moment by Moment #280

-pastor Gabe Stalnaker
Matthew 26:2
2 Corinthians 5:17

Have you ever heard from God? Have you? Has that voice that's got
authority ever spoken to you? Have you ever heard Him? When some
man was preaching, have you ever heard God speak to you? Just like
He said “Lazarus come forth,” did He speak to you? That's salvation.
We need to shut men up to listening to God. There is no power
anywhere on this earth to bring dead people who are dead in trespasses
and sin out of their graves and give them life except His voice. Listen
to Him.

— Rolfe Barnard (1904-1969)

What Am I Most Concerned About Today?

What am I going to eat today; will it be the Bread of Life or nature’s
own? What am I going to drink today; will it be the Water of Life or
distilled water? What am I going to wear today; the righteousness of
Christ or blue jeans? O Father, grant us the desire this day to eat, drink
and wear Jesus Christ.

— pastor John Chapman

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
— Romans 10:17

Thy Righteousness is in Heaven

One day, as [ was passing into the field, suddenly this sentence fell upon
my soul: 'Thy righteousness is in heaven.' And I thought that I could
see Jesus Christ at God's right hand. Yes, there indeed was my
righteousness, so that wherever I was, or whatever I was doing, God
could not say about me that I did not have righteousness, for it was
standing there before Him. I also saw that it was not my good feelings
that made my righteousness better, and that my bad feelings did not
make my righteousness worse, for my righteousness was Jesus Christ
Himself, 'the same yesterday, and today, and forever,' Hebrews 13:8.
Now, indeed, the chains fell off my legs, and I was loosened from my
afflictions and irons. My temptations also fled away so that from that
time forward those dreadful Scriptures terrified me no more. Now I
went home rejoicing because of the grace and love of God, and went to
my Bible to look up where the verse was found that said, 'Thy
righteousness is in heaven.' But I could not find it. And so my heart
began to sink again, until suddenly, there came to my remembrance I
Corinthians 1:30, 'Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification and redemption.' From this, I saw that
the other sentence was also true.

—John Bunyan (1628-1688)

Why Preach This?

When beholding the trouble and divisions which arise because we
preach the gospel that Christ, who knew no sin, was made sin for us,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him, some may ask,
“Why preach this? If this doctrine causes some to part, then why not
cease preaching this?” If we cease preaching this then we cease
preaching the gospel of Christ and him crucified; if we cease preaching
this then we cease preaching the righteousness of God which is what
Christ came to manifest; if we cease preaching this then we cease
declaring the good news that as truly as our sin became Christ's so that
he owned it to be his very own, Christ's righteousness has become ours
so that we, even better, so that God owns it to be our very own. You
see, brethren, if we cease preaching this then we cease preaching the
glory of God.

— pastor Clay Curtis



Approved and Entrusted with the Gospel - What A Privilege

There is one verse of scripture that I often read before praying, studying
and preaching. Paul said in 1 Thessalonians, chapter 2, verse 4, “But as
we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we
speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.” It is
always very sobering to me as a preacher of the gospel, to know that
the glorious “Gospel of Christ” has been “allowed” (approved) of God
to be put in trust with me.” Preaching the Gospel is the greatest honor
and privilege that could be bestowed upon a man. Hearing the Gospel
is equally such a “PRIVILEGE.” To be “put in trust with the gospel”
(entrusted) with the Word of God, is a wonderful honor and a privilege,
a gift given unto us by God.

Recently someone who knows me well asked me to do something one
evening and then upon quickly realizing that it was Wednesday said,
“O I forgot that you HAVE to go to church tonight.” I replied, “No, I
don’t have to go. I GET to go, for it is a great privilege to go.” The word
“privilege” is defined as a “specific right and freedom granted only to
a specific, particular person or group of people.” A privilege is
“something regarded as a rare opportunity of bringing a particular
pleasure.” Surely preaching and hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
Him crucified are all those things. Do you count hearing the Gospel a
glorious privilege that God has approved and entrusted you with? Or
can you take it or leave it? Your answer will reveal a great deal
concerning your heart!

-pastor David Eddmenson
Notes:
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“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

Revelation 22:17
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"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls." - Matthew 11:29




